Image-guided needle biopsy for diagnosis and molecular biology in lymphomas.
Core needle biopsy is increasingly replacing excisional lymph node biopsy in the diagnosis and subclassification of malignant lymphomas, with obvious advantages in terms of morbidity and costs. This technique has radically altered the diagnostic strategy of enlarged lymph nodes at our institution, avoiding unnecessary nodal excisions. It represents a viable alternative as long as the number and size of cores for morphologic and molecular studies are not compromised. This quick and safe technique can be applied to the initial diagnostic evaluation of malignant lymphomas as well as the reassessment of previously diagnosed malignant lymphomas at time of progression or recurrence.